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carry on the ordinary economic duties of life uninterruptedly,
" I by no means approve of those schools where a child was
accustomed to pass twenty or thirty years in studying Donatus
or Alexander, without learning anything. Another world has
dawned, in which things go differently. My opinion is that
we must send che boys to school one or two hours a day, and
have them learn a trade at home for the rest of the time. It
is desirable that these two occupations march side by side/'
It was further his opinion that the authorities were " bound
to force their subjects to send their children to school," just
as every subject was compelled to render military service and
for much the same reason; namely, for the defense and the
prosperity of the State.
Consequently, education should be state-supported and
state-controlled.
'* In view of all this, it becomes councilmen and magistrates
to watch over youth with unremitting care and diligence. For
since their city, in all its interests, life, honor, and possessions,
is committed to their faithful keeping, they do not deal justly
with their trust, before God and the world, unless they strive
to their utmost, night and day, to promote the city's increase
and prosperity, Now, a city's increase consists not alone in
heaping up great treasure, in building solid walls or stately
houses, or in multiplying artillery, and munitions of war;
nay, where there is a great store of this, and yet fools with it,
it is all the worse and all the greater loss for the city. But
this is the best and the richest increase, prosperity and
strength of the city, that it shall contain a great number of
polished, learned, intelligent, honorable, and well-bred citi-
zens ; who, when they have become all this, may then get
wealth and put it to a good use.""'
Therefore as a city is at a great expense each year for the
construction of roads, the fortifying of ramparts, and the
equipment of soldiers, why should it not support one or two
schoolmasters? The outcome of Luther's influence in this
respect was the building up of the system of schools of the
Protestant states.